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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN 

SUB J : NTB NOTIFICATION ON US TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR GAS 
CYLINDERS 

REF: 76 STATE A-2948 

1 . PER REFAIR US MTN DEL REQUESTED GATT SECRETARIAT TO DELETE 
EEC NTB INVENTORY NOTFICATION 273.1 IN LIGHT OF DEPT OF TRANS- 
PORTATION REVISION FOR TESTING REQUIREMENTS OF GAS CYLINDERS. 
GATT SECRETARIAT FORWARDED THE REQUEST TO THE EEC. AFTER WE 
PROVIDED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO THE EEC FOR CLARIFICATION 
PURPOSES, THE EEC TRANSMITTED A LETTER TO US MTN DEL, SUBSTAN- 
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TIVE PORTION OF WHICH IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE WHILE THE INFORMATION AND THE AMENDED REGULATIONS ARE 
SATISFACTORY IN GENERAL TERMS, FOREIGN PRODUCTS STILL DO NOT 
APPEAR TO RECEIVE "TREATMENT NO LESS FAVORABLE THAN THAT 
ACCORDED TO LIKE PRODUCTS OF NATIONAL ORIGIN". UNDER SEC. 178 
OF THE REGULATIONS U.S. MANUFACTURERS MAY USE A "COMPETENT 
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INSPECTOR OF THE MANUFACTURER", WHEREAS THE FOREIGN MANUFA- 
CTURER STILL HAS TO USE AN INDEPENDENT INSPECTION AGENCY. 

IN VIEW OF THIS WE CONSIDER THAT NOTIFICATION NO. 273.1 
SHOULD REMAIN ON THE INVENTORY OF NON-TARIFF MEASURES AND 
REGRET THAT WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEDE TO THE REQUEST BY THE 
UNITED STATES, TRANSMITTED TO US ON 27 JULY '76 BY THE GATT 
SECRETARIAT, THAT IT BE DELETED. UNQUOTE. 

ACCORDING TO THE GATT SECRETARIAT, EEC'S REFUSAL TO ACCEDE TO 
DELETION MEANS THAT THE NOTIFICATION WILL REMAIN UNCHANGED IN 
THE INVENTORY. 

2. THE NOTIFICATION REFERS TO THE REQUIREMENT THAT TESTS BE 
CONDUCTED IN THE U.S. REFAIR EXPLAINS THAT THIS REQUIREMENT 
HAS BEEN CHANGED TO PERMIT FOREIGN TESTING, FURTHERMORE, THE 
EEC'S CITATION OF THE INSPECTION PROVISION APPEARS TO BE IN 
ERROR SINCE, ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMATION, THE REQUIREMENT 
FOR USING AN INDEPENDENT INSPECTOR IS APPLICABLE TO DOMESTI- 
CALLY MANUFACTURED HIGH PRESSURE CYLINDERS (SECTION 178.65-3) 

AS WELL AS TO ALL FOREIGN MANUFACTURED CYLINDERS. THEREFORE, 
SHORT OF DELETION OF THE NOTIFICATION, IT COULD BE CHANGED TO 
REFLECT THE NEW SITUATION AND, SPECIFICALLY, THE EEC'S REASONS 
FOR NOT AGREEING TO DELETE THE ITEM. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED US MTN DEL REQUESTS THAT WE BE AUTHORIZED 
A) TO SEEK EC MODIFICATION OF THEIR NOTIFICATION ALONG LINES 
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OF PARA. 2 ABOVE AND B) TO INSERT REFERENCE TO REVISION OF DOT 
REGULATIONS AS US STATEMENT IN THE INVENTORY.CULBERT 
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